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12-18 month engagement 

programmes: 


East Africa – June 2014 


SE Asia –  January 2015 


South Asia – April 2015 


South America – January 2016 


West Africa – May 2016  


Central America – November 2016 

THE SMART VILLAGES INITIATIVE: WHAT WE DO 

• The Smart Villages Initiative is a 3 year project that was started in September 2014.  

• Our aim is to facilitate the effective knowledge sharing and collaboration across 

sectors and stakeholders to enable smart villages that see energy and technology in 

as part of the wider ecosystem of rural development. 
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• Project team: Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 

• Funding: Charitable foundations: CMEDT & TWCF 

• Key partners: National Science Academies and Practical Action 

• Collaborators: 

 

THE SMART VILLAGES INITIATIVE: WHO WE ARE 
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THE SMART VILLAGES INITIATIVE: WHAT WE DO 

ENTREPRENEURIAL                                   

COMPETITION 
MASTERCLASS WRAP UP 

WORKSHOP 

ENGAGEMENTS IN WEST AFRICA 

The Off-Grid Energy 

Challenge supports West 

African entrepreneurs to 

grow their businesses that 

either generate or are 

powered by off-grid energy 

Business plan support 

$5000 prize capital 

http://e4sv.org/competition 

 

The direct impact of 

energy on women’s 

lives 

Week commencing 28. 

January 2017 

Abuja, Nigeria 

Partnership with Solar 

Sisters & DFID 

Report back on the 

findings from West 

Africa engagements 

Deliberate on way 

forward 

Week commencing 28. 

January 2017 

Abuja, Nigeria 

Partnership with ECREEE 

• Kick-off Workshop: Accra (Ghana), June 2016 

• WEF Nexus and Journalist Workshops: Saly (Senegal), September 2016 

CAPACITY 

BUILDING EVENT 

Mini-grids 

May 2017 

In discussion with 

ECREEE, IRENA and 

EUEI-PDF 

http://e4sv.org/competition
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SMART 

VILLAGES 
SMART 

CITIES 

47% of world’s 

population and 70% of 

the world’s poor live in 

rural villages 

 

SMART CITIES: NEED FOR A VILLAGE LEVEL 

ANALOGUE 

WHY FOCUS ON SMART VILLAGES? 

Shifting the balance of opportunities between cities and villages through 

technological advances and game changing innovation in villages 

facilitated by off-grid energy access 
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WHY FOCUS ON SMART VILLAGES? 

WHAT IS A SMART VILLAGE? 

Self-sufficient 

Mpowered 

Adaptable 

Resilient 

Technologically appropriate 

 

A smart village is one that has integrated energy access and technology into the 

fabric of the community in order to make people’s daily lives easier, and 

improve their quality of life, whilst enabling productive use and economic 

progress.  

Energy as a catalyst for development 
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Key services: education, health , clean water and sanitation 

 ICT connectivity: distance learning and world’s knowledge base 

 Modern health services and tele-medicine 

 Provision of clean water and safe sanitation 

 

Foster entrepreneurship in the provision and use of energy services 

 Capture more of the agricultural value chain 

 Create new businesses 

 

Through ICT connectivity, participate in governance processes 

 At local, regional and national levels 

 Smart communities with strong rural/urban linkages 

Building more resilient communities better able to 

respond to shocks 

WHY FOCUS ON SMART VILLAGES? 

WHAT IS A SMART VILLAGE 
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WHY FOCUS ON SMART VILLAGES? 

WHAT IS A SMART VILLAGE? 

Centering around the beneficiaries ‘needs, 

wants & values’ 

Identify what is important in project 

community 

Identify services/ business models 

that are required to address these 

‘priorities’  

Design the energy initiative 
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www.hirmer-wheel.com 
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Thank you for your attention 

www.e4sv.org | info@e4sv.org | @e4SmartVillages  
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■ Complex/diverse interactions but silo approach and lack of 

coordination → integrated/cross-ministry policies and initiatives 

based on better understanding of synergies and competing interests 

■ Take a participatory and bottom-up approach building on existing 

practices and respecting local cultures 

■ Create a conducive environment for the private sector and ensure 

access to affordable finance 

■ Build capacity including in the policy community and through 

providing advice to smallholder farmers 

■ Pay particular attention to smallholder farmers in poor areas: harder 

to improve livelihoods 

■ Address gender issues: women play a key role 

KEY FINDINGS WEF NEXUS WORKSHOP 

THE SMART VILLAGES INITIATIVE: WHAT WE DO 


