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What EREF does (...)

• Grant Facility to mitigate financial barriers for small and medium sized

RE&EE projects in rural and peri-urban areas

• Execution of action line 2 of the ECOWAS/UEMOA White Paper on the

creation of an innovation fund for at least 200 rural RE&EE demonstration

projects and business support for local companies

• Call for Proposals managed by ECREEE in cooperation with the NFIs
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• Call for Proposals managed by ECREEE in cooperation with the NFIs

• Supports regional projects and national projects with replication potential

• EREF co-funds projects with a maximum grant of 50.000 EUR per project

• Projects shall mobilize co-funding (maximum EREF grant per project: 75%

for private and 90% for public applicants)

• One applicant or group of partners are eligible

• Maximum project duration: 24 months



EREF Financing Windows 

Financing Window 1 - Investment Promotion 

• Pre-investment activities (e.g. strategic studies, measurements)

• Project development (e.g. feasibility studies, financial structuring, CDM)

• Installation of small-scale pro-poor demonstration projects

Financing Window 2 - Business Development 
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Financing Window 2 - Business Development 

• Business support activities for SMEs and ESCOs (e.g. business plan

development, capacity development)

• Promotion of south-south/north-south business to business partnerships

Financing Window 3 - Innovative Loan Financing Instruments
(will start in second EREF phase)



The ECOWAS Renewable Energy Facility (EREF) 

1st Call For Proposals - 31 May to 31 July 2011
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- Received EREF Concept Notes in total: 165

- Eligible Concept Notes: 140

- Not Eligible Concept Notes: 25
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BJ   Benin

7% BF   Burkina Faso

7%

CI   Cote D’Ivoire 

3%

Cape Verde

10%
SL   Sierra 

Leone

5%

SN   Senegal

15%

TG   Togo

1%

REG Regional

5%

Received EREF Concept Notes per country in % of total
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GH   Ghana

9%

GM   Gambia

5%GN   

Guinea

2%

GW   Guiné-

Bissau

4%

LR   Liberia

1%

ML   Mali

4%

NE   Niger

4%

NG   Nigeria

17%



Average EREF Grant 
Leverage: 52%

€ 15,657,684 

€ 7,638,893 
€ 8,117,792 in

 E
U

R

Received EREF funding requests & indicated co-funding
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€ 7,638,893 

€ 5,603,751 

€ 2,514,041 

€ 8,117,792 

Total (EREF & Co-

Funding)

ECREEE Funding 

request

Co-funding from 

Applicants

Co-funding from 

Partners

Co-funding total

in
 E

U
R



€ 550,031 

€ 572,852 

€ 718,677 

€ 651,756 

€ 1,223,241 € 1,231,380 

€ 566,106 

Requested EREF grants  by Country
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€ 175,955 

€ 346,632 

€ 149,995 

€ 333,757 

€ 49,991 

€ 268,117 
€ 297,663 

€ 432,241 

€ 70,500 



27%

Received Concept Notes by EREF Financing Windows

W1: Investment Promotion W2: Business Promotion
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73%



Governmental 

Institution

16%
Municipiality

3%

Association

0%

University

4%

NGO

28%

Types of EREF applicants in % of total
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Research Centre

4%

Company

45%



Hydropower

4%
Bioenergy

19%

RE Hybrids

5%

Others (training, 

policy, financing, SME 

development)

21%

Technology Focus of EREF Concept Notes
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Solar Energy 

36%

Energy Efficiency

10%

Wind Power

2%

5%



22

14

10

49

Received EREF Concept Notes by technology and  intervention
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urban population

8%

urban and peri-

urban population

5%

urban, peri-urban 

and rural population

12%

rural population

26%

Indicated Beneficiaries of EREF projects
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peri-urban 

population

5%

rural and peri-urban 

population

44%



Public-Private

35%Private-Private

54%

EREF Partnerships 
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Public-Public

11%
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EREF is 
supported by:



Thank you! Merci! Thank you! Merci! Thank you! Merci! Thank you! Merci! 
Muito obrigado!Muito obrigado!Muito obrigado!Muito obrigado!
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Further information can be found in the 

EREF application guidelines at: www.ecreee.org

Contact at ECREEE Secretariat: 

E-Mail: renfacility(a)ecreee.org

C.P. 288, Praia, Cape Verde 
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