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Global Cleantech Innovation Programme (GCIP)

Accelerating innovation and entrepreneurship in clean technologies
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Global Context: Challenges and Opportunities

ENERGY TRANSITION 

CLIMATE CHANGE
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Cleantech Opportunity for SMEs and Start-ups

1.  GLOBAL CLEANTECH INDUSTRY
Will exceed 6.4 trillion US$ in the next decade

2.  ACCESS
To over 1,7 trillion US$ for SMEs and start-ups in 
developing countries

3.  OPPORTUNITY
For SMEs and start-ups to be key engines of growth in the 
cleantech sector in developing countries

4. POTENTIAL
For cleantech SMEs and start-ups to contribute to green 
growth, creation of new revenue streams, innovation and 
job creation.

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 
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Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program is helping 
developing countries seize this opportunity 

infoDev’s Climate Technology Program (CTP) seeks to support countries in moving 
towards a green economy 

 

SMEs are key engines of growth in the cleantech sector in the developed world but 
the size of the opportunity for SMEs is not well understood in developing countries 

 

The CTP has commissioned the Carbon Trust to undertake a study to determine the 
opportunity for cleantech SMEs to achieve green growth objectives through the 
creation of new revenue streams, innovation and job creation 

 

 

 

 

This presentation shares some of the early findings of our study focusing on the 
size of the market opportunity in renewable energy 

 

3 

Renewables Transport Water Climate smart 
agriculture 

Energy efficiency Waste Improved building 
design 



4

Cleantech
Innovations/
Ideas

SMEs / entrepreneurs
_________________

Start-ups
_________________

Funded Research

Market

New products and services
_________________

New green jobs
_________________

Creating New Industries
_________________

Environment protection

Bridging the Valley of Death in Cleantech Innovation 

1. Entrepreneurship and 
business acceleration of 

SMEs

2. Policy and 
regulatory 

innovations

4. Building Capacities 
of National 
Institutions

3. Link SMEs to 
Financing

1. Weak policies & 
regulations

3. Weak 
innovation 
ecosystem

2. Innovations 
not accelerated

4. Weak 
institutions
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NATIONAL
INVESTOR 
CONNECT

GCIP Innovation and Entrepreneurship Accelerator process

GLOBAL
INVESTOR 
CONNECT

• Energy Efficiency
• Renewable Energy
• Waste Beneficiation
• Water Efficiency
• Green Buildings
• Transport 
• Advanced Materials and 

Chemicals
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GCIP Partner Countries to date
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Projection from 14 selected GCIP supported startups

GCIP Impact 
>1100 start-ups/SMEs accelerated/4years



Gender mainstreaming 

32%
Percentage of female-led 
ventures in GCIP-SA 2017 

cohort

25%
Percentage of female-led 
ventures in GCIP-Turkey 

2017

32%
Percentage of female-led 
ventures in GCIP-Pakistan 

2017  

53% 
Percentage of female-led 
GCIP ventures at the 2018 

GCIP Global Forum



• Creation of green jobs

• Increased Foreign Direct Investment

• Increased access to global markets

• Creation of novel value streams

• Increased number of Patents

Partner Countries Innovators & Entrepreneurs Investors

• Access to cutting edge
technologies

• Reduced investment risk

• Access to developing markets

• Access to quality assistance

• Participation in business courses

• Networking opportunities

• Participation in workshops, events, and
meetings

• Access to investors, customers, local
and global markets

• Initial funding for Winners and
Runners-up

GCIP : key benefits
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Structure of Global Cleantech Innovation Program
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Global Cleantech Innovation Programme

Objective : Foster private 
sector engagement in 
accelerating the uptake and 
investments in cleantech 
innovations at scale.

- Critical mass of cleantech 
SMEs that cross the valley 
of death

- Create vibrant and 
connected CIE ecosystems
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Send us an email
gcip@unido.org 

Stay connected via Twitter 
@GCIPsmes #GCIP

Contact Us

Thank you!!
Gerswynn Mckuur

Email: g.mckuur@unido.org


